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creatures of a black and white colour, and are by
nature the cleanest that exist, going daily of their
own accord to the river and bathing throughout the
summer months.

We anchored one evening off an Ostiak encamp-
ment, and paid its inmates a visit,    It was a curious,
weird scene, the   broad, sullen-looking river, the
crimson sunset  through   the dark-green fir-trees,
the two or three flimsy, tumble-down tents with
columns of thin grey smoke rising into the still
evening air, while  a number  of  silent, skin-clad
forms flitted noiselessly about, getting in the nets
and canoes for the night, on the low sandy spit that
ran for some yards into the river.    Not a sound
broke the stillness, for we were quite half a mile
from the steamer, and save for the wash and ripple
of the stream, the occasional bay of a dog, or crack-
ing of sticks as one of the women gathered fuel for
the night, all was silent as the grave.   I have never
seen a picture of more utter desolation.   We in-
tended to enter one of their dwellings, buffc beat a
hasty retreat on coming within ten or fifteen yards
of them.    The stench was overpowering, and I am
not exaggerating when I say that one may smell an
Ostiak quite a quarter of a mile off with the wind
in the right quarter!    It is a smell peculiar to their
race, so sickening and overpowering that I cannot
describe it.   Russians ascribe it to their invincible
repugnance to salt.    None will touch it, although it
has several times, and at great expense, been dis-
tributed amongst them by the Government; and
this is no doubt the cause of the majority of the
loathsome diseases from which, they suffer.   Some